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Once a thing of great prestige
Marble steps near sidewalk trees
Lined the streets three stories tall
Now you see them “bout to fall
Houses boarded up in Baltimore

Years of life and death and joy

Filled the streets with strife and
stories to be told

Oh, I see a struggle to survive

How I'd like to see things change

But these memories will remain

Houses boarded up in Baltimore

Houses Boarded Up

(In Baltimore)

Russell Kirk, Black and White
Kirkout Music ASCAP 2006

of us share here in Baltimore
over once-beautiful and vibrant
urban neighborhoods
languishing in decline. Thou-
sands of houses are boarded
up, yet every one of them

now

holds decades of “stories to be
told,” of life!

And so we are thrilled at Sand-
town Habitat to be able to
participate in the bringing
back to life of so many of these
houses and of seeing each one
of them once again be filled
with “years of life and joy!”

Having grown up in Baltimore,
Donny Leonard well remembers

Baltimore jazz artist Russell Kirk so many of these wonderful
expresses the lament that so many Baltimore row houses and has

experienced the pain of seeing
so many become vacant and in
decline. Yet on June 29t
Donny had the joy of receiving
the keys to a formerly boarded-
up three-story row house now
beautifully 1526
Baker Street. He grew up in a
vibrant Baltimore neighborhood,
saw his neighborhood decline,
and is now participating in its
rebirth!

renovated,

That’s what Sandtown Habitat is
all about, and that was lived out
during our 16* annual summer
building week in June when
more than 700 volunteers joined
with our staff and homeowner
families in the rebuilding of 15
vacant houses in Sandtown




Sandtown Habitat for Humanity

Sponsored by Black & Decker, volunteers
from more than 40 different groups —
corporations, congregations, founda-

tions, governmental and educational [*

institutions — all joined together across
the lines of race, class and geography
to unite in seeing a vision realized.

The weather was sunny and hot (but not
TOO hot), and our staff was excited to
see so much work accomplished on all
15 houses. The highlight came on Friday
dedicated two completed
homes, Donny’s at 1526 Baker and
701 Baker Street for Tige Johnson and
his family. To Andersen Corporation,
Provident Bank and MECU (sponsors
of 701 Baker) and to Central and
Chapelgate Presbyterian Churches (1526
Baker), we say "Thank you!" You are
truly impacting our community as you
participate with us in the rebuilding
process!

when we

Sandtown had no vacant boarded
houses into the late 1960s, and the
devastation and decline during the
‘70s and ‘80s was dramatic. But the
rebuilding that began in the late
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1980s continues, with hundreds of
vacant houses transformed into home-
ownership for Sandtown families by
Sandtown Habitat,
Community Partners and the City of
Baltimore.

Enterprise

We have a long way to go, but this is
great news worth celebrating. What
the Old Testament prophet Zechariah
envisioned for his once-desolate city is
increasingly evident in our neighbor-
hood as well: “The city streets will be
filled with boys and girls playing
there.”




Donny Leonard was born in Baltimore in 1959. He has seen the neighborhood at its best and
when it was in decline. On June 29, 2007, following a year of hard work with his house
sponsors Central and Chapelgate Presbyterian Churches, Donny received the keys to his
'newly-rehabbed 3-story home at 1526 Baker Street in which he will live with his children Eric,
age 15, Donny Jr., age 13, and Ayanna, age 7. We asked Donny to share some history and
some of his experience in rehabbing his home with Sandtown Habitat.

What does getting a Habitat home mean to you?

It made my wish come true! | needed a place for me and my kids; | waited three years and now my dream has come
true. It's hard being a single father, and it feels real good providing a place for my kids that they can enjoy and call
their own. | really feel like I'm accomplishing something.

Did you enjoy summer building week?

It was my second one, and they were both great! | met so many different people, even from other states like New
York and Tennessee. It's amazing seeing the volunteers putting themselves so fully into helping someone’s dream to
come true. They don’t have to do this, yet they continue to come out and help people. I've been amazed every
Saturday when | see all the sponsors and volunteers. Also, the company | work for, Bacchus Importers, provided
bottled water for the building week.
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...loving God, loving our neighbors

www.sandtownhabitat.org

oChoose Lifeé Memorial Mural & Garden

Sandtown Habitat for Humanity, as a part of New Song Urban Ministries, works in
partnership with Newborn Holistic Ministries addressing the issues facing our community.
Perhaps no one epitomizes a love for Sandtown more than Elder C.W. Harris. He has
lived here his entire life and has spent the past several decades working to rebuild the
community. Sandtown Habitat has certainly benefited from his passion: he worked as a
staff member for several years, has been involved in the selection of many Habitat
families, has worked on many Habitat homes, and was the primary impetus behind the
development of Habitat's 27-unit Leslie Street project which was completed and
dedicated in 1998.

In 1996, Elder Harris founded Newborn Holistic Ministries to address unmet community
needs. Foremost was the overwhelming drug addiction in
our community for which Newborn created Martha's Place,
a 6-month residential recovery program for women.
Recently Newborn renovated two new homes at the
intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and Presstman Street |
for long term housing to serve the graduates of Martha's |
Place. Additionally, they created a mural and garden called
the "Choose Life Memorial" to remember those who have
lost their lives to drugs in our community. Congratulations
Elder Harris and Newborn!




