
Sandtown Habitat for Humanity

“To Me it is Sunny!”
On the afternoon of Saturday, April 30th, more than 
100 individuals gathered to celebrate the completion of 
1610 North Calhoun Street.  It was raining, but the 
umbrellas came out and no one left.  The homeowner, 
Ronald Fitzgerald, said “To me it is sunny!”

And so for an hour we stood outside together in the 
rain filled with joy and celebration, thanking God for 
the blessing of a new home and a revitalized 
community.  Doug Thomas from T. Rowe Price, the 
sponsor of the home, presented the keys to Ronald and 
shared how exciting it is for T. Rowe to participate in 
the rebuilding effort.  This is the fourth home completed by T. Rowe toward their commitment of five 
homes. They began work on their fifth home the following Saturday, a home we will dedicate by the 
end of the year.

In April we held three house dedications, and at each one both the homeowner family and the 
volunteers who worked on the home shared their feelings of tremendous joy and blessing.  This is what 
Habitat is all about, a partnership of individuals and groups working joyfully together to rebuild.  The 
homeowner family invests hundreds of hours of sweat equity on the home and the sponsor provides 
funding and volunteers.  Both claim that they receive far more than they give.

At 1332 North Mount Street, homeowners Tarray 
Bonaparte and Diane Watford worked with the co- 
sponsors, St. Thomas Garrison Forest and Church of 
the Good Shepherd, the 7th home completed by these 
two Episcopal parishes.  Church of the Redeemer

Spring 2005

1300 North Fulton Avenue  ❖  Baltimore, Maryland 21217  ❖  410.669.3309 Fax 410.523.3015  ❖  www.sandtownhabitat.org

Ronald Fitzgerald and his mom, Habitat staff member Danny Waid 
and T. Rowe Price volunteer Marc Cross at 1610 Calhoun

Diane Watford, Tarray Bonaparte and her daughter with Rev. 
Scott Slater from the Church of the Good Shepherd at 1332 Mount

Join Us For 
SUMMER BUILDING 

WEEK 2005!

Sign up for our 14th Annual Summer 
Building Week, June 20-24, 2005.  You 
can obtain applications, liability waivers 
and orientation manuals on our website, 
www.sandtownhabitat.org (look for the 
pop-up about Summer Building Week).

Space is limited, so sign up right away 
before the June 1st deadline.  We look 
forward to seeing you in June!



Episcopal completed their 6th home, 1709 Presstman 
Street, and homeowner Tannya Kimble stated “I am 
blessed!”  And Timonium Presbyterian Church 
completed their fifth sponsored home, 1805 Presstman 
Street, with homeowner Doreen Spencer.

Tremendous challenges remain in our community.  Too 
many families continue to struggle in low-wage jobs or 
to rent substandard units from absentee landlords, too 
many children must still contend with lead paint in 
their environment or violence and drugs on the corners. 
But every completed home brings our community that 
much closer to a community of joy and justice where 
there are no vacant houses and where the children 
know that a wonderful future awaits them.  And so we 
are grateful to the sponsors - Timonium Presbyterian, 
St. Thomas and Good Shepherd, Church of the 
Redeemer and T. Rowe Price - for your investment of 
time and funding and expertise, for your investment of 
love.  You are causing so many of us here in Sandtown 
to proclaim “We are blessed!” and to see sunny days 
even when it is raining.

Tannya Kimble with family and friends at 1709 Presstman

Doreen Spencer at 1805 Presstman

Diane Watford receiving gifts from her new neighbors

Additional House Sponsors...

Columbia Presbyterian Church began work on 1327 North 
Fulton Avenue in April, their first sponsored home (see photo 
left).  The congregation had so many volunteers sign up that 
there had to be a cut-off point!  We look forward to working 
in partnership with this congregation for years to come.

And Black & Decker has signed on for their fourth sponsored 
home which they will begin in May in partnership with 
Provident Bank and the Maryland Credit Union League.  Black 
& Decker has been a tremendous blessing to Sandtown through 
their generous contributions of funding and power tools as well 
as house sponsorships.



Major Grants
The Abell Foundation
The Baltimore Ravens
City of Baltimore Department of Housing 

and Community Development (funding 
and vacant houses)

The Enterprise Foundation (Living Cities)
The Rouse Company Foundation
State of Maryland: Maryland Affordable 

Housing Trust
State of Maryland: Neighborhood 

Partnership Program
State of Maryland: Self-Help 

Homeownership Technical Assistance 
Program

The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation

Yahweh Yireh Foundation

House Sponsors and Operating 
Support ($10,000-25,000)
Oscar Alm
Bethany United Methodist Church
Bethel His Way Presbyterian Church
Black & Decker Corporation
Campbell & Company
Cathedral Church of the Incarnation 

(Episcopal)
Central Presbyterian Church
Chapelgate Presbyterian Church
Gabe & Belinda Chen
Church of the Good Shepherd (Episcopal)
Connor Corporation
Glen Mar United Methodist Church
Hunt Valley Church
Johns Hopkins University Habitat Campus 

Chapter
Thomas Lee & Misoo Lim
The Leroy M. Merritt Charitable Trust
Philip Pilevsky
The Rust Foundation
St. Thomas Church Garrison Forest 

(Episcopal)
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Timonium Presbyterian Church
T. Rowe Price Associates
University of Maryland Baltimore County 

Habitat Campus Chapter
University of Maryland College Park 

Habitat Campus Chapter
Mark & Kathryn Vaselkiv

House Partners ($4,000-9,999)
Michael & Karen Baer
Steve & Teresa Cho
Charles & Rebecca Connor
Jack Evans
First English Lutheran Church
Charles & Lynn Freitag
Jim & Bev Gorman
M&T Charitable Foundation
Municipal Employees Credit Union
New Community Presbyterian Church
Provident Bank
Redeemer Presbyterian Church NYC 

(individuals)
Second Presbyterian Church
T. Rowe Price Associates Foundation
John & Carol Wessner

Financing
Baltimore Community Development 

Financing Corporation
Central Presbyterian Church
The Enterprise Foundation
Kelly Family Investment Trust
Municipal Employees Credit 

Union (MECU)
New Song Urban Ministries
Provident Bank

Special Funds
Divinity Lutheran Church Furnace Fund
Mark Gornik proceeds from 

To Live in Peace
Rita Miskelly & Denny McMullin 

Wedding Fund

Additional Grant Support 
($200-4,999)
Farah Ahmad
Air Support Therapies
Allstate Giving Campaign
American Trading and Production 

Corporation
ARINC
Scott & Katharine Armentrout
Craig & Monica Armstrong
Keith & Michele Armstrong
Thomas & Jean August
Raymond & Patricia Bahr
Marsha Baker
John & Gretchen Best
Leslie & Sharon Bley
James & Adriana Bock

Thomas & Kimberly Bonvissuto
Tom Brantigan
James & Denise Briscoe
Jane Brown & Nancy Geyer
Charles & Julia Bryan
C. Joy Engineers
Rebecca Castle
Daniel & Patricia Chapman
Andrew Chaveriat
Troy & Helen Clark
Phillip & Jill Clough
Frank Coakley
Robin Coffin
Alan & Beth Collins
Bruce Collins
Joseph & Rochelle Connell
Scott & Carolyn Corey
Christiana Coyle
Dick & Cathy Dahlberg
Million & Gail Daneker
John & Barbara Davis
David Decker
David & Lisa Eisemann
Josephine Elsen
Epiphany Episcopal Church
FannieMae Foundation
Craig & Ellen Fee
Richard & Linda Ferree
First and Franklin Street Presbyterian 

Church
Archibald & Elizabeth Fort
Fourth Presbyterian Church
Anita Frank
Robert & Cynthia Franklin
Freddie Mac Foundation
Phoebe Gilchrist
Mark Gornik & Rita Aszalos
Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church
Les Graef & Sally Clayton
Bruce Grau
James & Christy Grauley
Donald & Deborah Hannahs
Dixon & Janet Harvey
Bert & Joan Hash
August & Reina Hauschild
Stephen & Justina Held
Simon & Jennifer Hewat
Charity Hoffman
Frances Horich
Drew & Susan Hostetter
Stephen & Karen Jimenez
Johns Hopkins House Staff Society
Gareth & Roberta Jones
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George Jones & Monica Brandes
Thomas & Ann Kane
Jeanne Kelley
Francis & Gayle Kelly
Mary Kiely
Kittamaqundi Community
Thomas & Kimberley Klamm
Allan Knight
Jay & Rebecca Kurtz
Edward & Barbara Lang
Brian Langdon
Menalcus & Valerie Lankford
Linden-Linthicum United Methodist 

Church
Robert Linton
Ruth Louie
David MacFarlane
Mary Marr
Maryland Mortgage Bankers Association
Maspeth Bible Church
Barbara McGinity
Jean Metz
Jack Millard
David Miller
William & Jennifer Miller
John & Ellen Moran
Moravian Academy
Municap
Timothy & Kathleen Naughton
Bernard & Margaret Nebel
New City Fellowship
Robert & Shirley Noll
Carroll & Pat Oien
Roger & Norma Olsen
Everett & Darrah Opdahl
Cal & Colleen Oren
Karen Pawson
Cathryn Perry
Plexus Installations
Wy & Shirley Plummer
Patricia Prasada-Rao
The Prudential Foundation
James & Janet Pryor
Radcliffe Partners
Richard & Patricia Reese
Robert & Maryann Rice
James S. Riepe Family Foundation
Julie Roberson
Paul & Joy Robinson
Rosedale Federal Savings & Loan 

Association
Charles & Sharon Sabo
Debra Saraullo
Marion & Velma Seabrooks
Second Presbyterian Church (TN)
Scott Shane & Francie Weeks

Kelly Simpkins
The Society of American Military 

Engineers - Baltimore
Carol Spangler
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
Donald & Sarah Stevens-Rayburn
Richard & Janet Taylor
Towson University S.G.A.
Scott & Teresa Truex
Urban Financial Services Coalition
Jonathan & Vicki Vandenheuvel
Venable, Baetjer and Howard Foundation
Paul & Therese Verchinski
Kelly Jo Vermace
Mark & Katherine Wah
Charles & Ruth Walsh
Harry & Margaret Walters
Arthur & Bonnie Warshaw
Julia Waxter
David & Patty Wheeler
Whole Foods Market - Mt. Washington 

Store
Bryan & Beth Wintersteen
David Woo
John & Min Yang
Amanda Yarnell Smith
Neil & Nancy Young

In-Kind: Technical
Keith Armstrong
Artisan Title Company
The Enterprise Foundation
Jack Evans
Charles Freitag, Jr.
Mark Lange/Computing@Home
Paul E. Lee & Associates
Harvey Milhiser
Don Stevens-Rayburn
Whiteford, Preston & Taylor
Mel Woolsey

In-Kind: Construction Services
C-Joy Construction Company
John DiLaura
J and K Gause Masonry
Charles Horn
Stefanie McKenzie and Scott Walters 

(CSD Architecture)
Merritt Properties
Timothy Naughton
Doug Nelson
Real Men of Steel
Skarda and Associates (Timothy Sibel)
Mel Tibbels
Dr. John Wessner

In-Kind: Support Services
Carey Restaurant Sales
City of Baltimore Bureau of Solid Waste
City of Baltimore Dept of Recreation and 

Parks
Greater Baltimore Inspection Services
Lynn Pest Management
New Song Family Health Center
Old Country Buffet - Towson
Party Perfect
Waste Management

In-Kind: Building Materials
Arley Wholesale
Baltimore Window Factory
Black & Decker
Tony & Cheryl Cannon
Caplan Brothers Glass
DeWalt Factory Service Center
Duron Paints & Wallcoverings
Elias Wilf Corporation
Tom Fitzpatrick
Glen-Gery Bricks
Louis J. Grasmick Lumber Company
Habitat for Humanity International
The Home Depot
The Home Depot Maintenance Warehouse
IKEA
Kwikset Corporation
Mike & Sissy Plank
Shelter Group /Huntingdon Properties
Sody Concrete Construction
Pamela Thomas
Whirlpool Corporation

Volunteer Lunches
Building Operators and Managers 

Association (BOMA)
Cathedral of the Incarnation
Cathedral of Mary Our Queen
The Columbia Bank
Municipal Employees Credit Union 

(MECU)
Provident Bank
Subway Shops
Urban Financial Services Coalition



Johns Hopkins Undergrad Class 
Volunteers in Sandtown

For seven weeks in March and April, 18 Johns Hopkins 
students, along with their professor Dr. Neil Hertz, came to 
Sandtown to volunteer with Sandtown Habitat and New Song 
Community Learning Center.  These students were in a class 
taught by Dr. Hertz entitled “Cities: for example, Baltimore.”  
Each Wednesday afternoon this group graciously helped 
with various projects in Sandtown, including moving New 
Song’s preschool to a new building, helping in the Habitat 
warehouse, painting an about-to-be dedicated Habitat house 
and assisting in the kindergarten and 1st grade classrooms of 
New Song Academy.   We are grateful to these students and 
their professor, who shared that “it is not just eye-opening, but 
positively heart-lifting, to take in what New Song has done and 
is doing.” Our thanks for their contributions to the rebuilding 
of our neighborhood and to the Johns Hopkins Habitat Campus 
Chapter which is working on their 7th house in Sandtown.

YPO House Sponsorship 
Kicks Off

April 2nd began as another rainy Saturday in 
Sandtown, but this didn’t stop 50 volunteers of 
the Young Presidents Organization (Baltimore/ 
Washington Chapter) from heading into Sandtown to 
work on construction and landscaping.  While 33 of 
their children worked on building and planting flower 
boxes at New Song Center, the YPO adults completed 
clean out and demolition at 1362 North Stricker 
Street and planted new flowers and trees donated by 
The Brickman Group in the garden at Calhoun and 
Presstman Streets.  It seemed like the more it rained, 
the harder everyone worked!

To end a wonderful day, the whole group gathered 
at New Song Center to celebrate the kick-off of their 
house and were joined by Mayor O’Malley, Sandtown 
Habitat Board President Bert Hash, Co-Executive 
Director LaVerne Stokes and New Song’s Pastor 
Thurman Williams (see photo bottom right).

We appreciate the hard work of these volunteers and 
the $33,000 committed to the house sponsorship 
by various YPO organizations/individuals.  Thanks 
to you all for helping in the rebuilding of our 
neighborhood.  And thanks to Phillips Restaurant for 
the provision of a delicious lunch!

Photo by Fred Paige

YPO House Sponsorship Donors
ABS Capital Partners 
Advertising.com 
Christina Alvord 
American Trading &  
     Production Company 
Dunbar Armored 
Bengur Bryan & Co., Inc. 
David Blair 
The Brickman Group, LTD. 
Cambridge Holdings, Inc. 
Cambridge Scientific Abstracts 
Stewart Christ 
Commercial Interiors 
Cysive, Inc. 
Falke, Inc. 
Graul’s Market 
Douglas Kinney 
Annette & Theodore Lerner 
     Family Foundation

Maryland Office Interiors, Inc. 
McEnroe Voice & Data 
Peoples Benefit Life Ins. Co. 
Phillips Food & Restaurants 
PJPA, LLC 
ProObject, Inc. 
Radcliffe 
Francisco Rodriguez 
Sequel Youth Services, LLC 
The Slan Companies, Inc. 
Snowbird Capital 
SOL Capital Management 
     Company 
Sparks Personnel Services 
Tier Technologies 
Travel Advantage Network 
Winter Gardens Quality Foods
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“We Want Your Change!”
Do you find it hard to sneak up on people with that jingle jangle sound in your pockets?  Do 
you dislike it when the washing machine spits out nickels and dimes?  Do you enjoy the feeling 
of investing in a good cause?  If so, then we’ve got a deal for you!  We’ve declared the month 
of June “We Want Your Change!” month.  So send us your pocket change, the annoying coins 
that fall to the bottom of your purse, prized laundry money, the coin jar in your house, and 
any other coins you please.  Any time during the month of June drop off your change at the 
Habitat office located at 1300 North Fulton Avenue.  Change buckets will also be available 
during Summer Building Week, June 20-24.

Urban Affiliates Conference in D.C.
In March many of our staff members attended the Urban Affiliates 
Conference in Washington D.C. The conference provided a great 
opportunity to network and renew acquaintances with urban 
Habitat staff from across the country and to visit the homes and 
communities being rebuilt by the D.C. affiliate.  A highlight was 
a luncheon message delivered by Habitat International Board 
President Rey Ramsey on the state of Habitat, which has now 
been in existence for almost 30 years and has completed more 
than 175,000 homes worldwide housing nearly 1 million people.
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